
Parasitic Investigation of Stool Specimens Algorithm

Patients with watery diarrhea AND
one or more of the following risk 
factors:
• Campers, backpackers, or hikers
• ≤5 years old (or contact with)
• Contact with farm animals
• HIV/AIDS
• Involved in outbreak

- Resort community
- Municipal water supply
- Day care center

YES

NO

Possible roundworms 
or tapeworm segments 

are observed in 
stool/undergarments

Parasite 
Identification

(LAB247)
*sterile container

Giardia antigen (LAB1319) &
Cryptosporidium antigen (LAB3624)

AND
Full O&P exam (LAB955)

Note:
- When a full Ova & Parasite test is ordered, a Giardia/Cryptosporidium 

antigen test should also be ordered, if not the lab will add-on this test.
- If a Ova & Parasite test is ordered and canceled the lab will call the 

ordering provider and will still perform the Giardia/Cryptosporidium 
antigen test.

- All O&P specimens are held for 7 days 

Giardia antigen (LAB1319) &
Cryptosporidium antigen (LAB3624)

only

1. A resident of, or visitor to, a developing 
country
2. A resident of an area of North America 
where helminth (worm) infections have 
been reported with some frequency (West 
Virginia, Eastern Kentucky/Tennessee, 
Southwest Virginia, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Arkansas, Missouri)

Patient History

Available for 
submission

No Travel History

Significant Travel History

Exposure to pet 
with “worms”

Possible pet-associated 
parasites (very rare)
• Toxocara canis/catis
• Dipylidium caninum
• Dirofilaria immitis
• Ancyclostoma 

caninum
YES

NOPathologist 
approval 

needed for 
O&P

Possible roundworms or tapeworm 
segments are observed in 

stool/undergarments

Consider 
Serology 
Testing

Risk factors for pinworm:
• ≤5 years old (or contact 

with)
Symptoms:
• Perianal pruritis
• Can be asymptomatic

Submit Pinworm Prep
LAB248*

*Requires special collection 
paddle- call the lab


