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To:  All D-HH Providers
From: 	Ella Martin, MD, Medical Director of Microbiology
Date:   April 1, 2022
RE:     Cessation of Extended Blood Culture Holds

Effective immediately, the DHMC Clinical Microbiology Laboratory will no longer extend the incubation of blood cultures for longer than 5 days. 

Modern blood culture bottles and automated incubation instruments are able to grow and detect bacteria and yeast pathogens (including the “HACEK” organisms) within the standard 5-day incubation period. Our in-house data, multiple large studies and national laboratory guidelines support the lack of diagnostic yield from extended blood culture incubation.
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For questions or additional information, please contact: Ella Martin, MD at isabella.w.martin@hitchcock.org.
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