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From: K. Aaron Geno, Ph.D., Assistant Director, Clinical Chemistry
 	
Date:	February 1, 2024
 
RE:  Changes to Thyroid-Stimulating Immunoglobulin and Thyroperoxidase Antibody Testing

What changes are being made?
On February 20, 2024, the Chemistry laboratory will externalize thyroid-stimulating immunoglobulin (TSI) testing to ARUP Laboratories. 

On March 19, 2024, Thyroperoxidase (TPO) antibodies will transition to the automated Roche cobas platform in the Chemistry laboratory.

What do I need to know about the change?
For TSI, this is a change in the performing laboratory only. ARUP continues to support the Siemens Immulite platform for this testing, and reference intervals are therefore unchanged. Previous values may be compared with future values for this testing. As ARUP performs this testing daily, turnaround times should see improvement overall in comparison to the twice-weekly runs at DHMC.

For TPO antibodies, testing will move to the main automation line in the Chemistry Laboratory. Testing will be performed on an ongoing basis, so turnaround times should see improvement in comparison to the current twice-weekly runs. The reference interval for this testing will not change (<34 IU/mL); however, absolute results from the Roche assay are not directly comparable to previous results. Providers who are trending TPO antibody results in TPO antibody-positive patients who wish to re-baseline their patients should contact kimball.a.geno@hitchcock.org to coordinate parallel testing beginning on March 19. We will support re-baselining of TPO antibody-positive patients until April 19, 2024, or until reagents are exhausted.

Why are these change being made?
These changes will bring testing to a close for our aging Siemens Immulite instrument. The laboratory will not replace this instrument, as most of its test menu has been moved to other instruments within the laboratory over the past several years in anticipation of its end of life.

For questions or additional information, please contact:
kimball.a.geno@hitchcock.org
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