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To: 	All DHH Providers
       
From:	Mark A. Cervinski, PhD, DABCC, Medical Director of Chemistry, DHMC
	Sarah E. Labore, MLS(ASCP)CM, DHMC Chemistry and Night Shift Supervisor
	Ryland Richards, MD, Medical Director, Cheshire Medical Center Laboratory
	Jeffrey Bissell, MT(AMT), Cheshire Medical Center, Chemistry Supervisor
                
Date:	October 28, 2025
      
Re:	Update to Hepatitis B Surface Antibody Testing

What is changing?
Effective October 28, 2025, the Chemistry Laboratories at DHMC and Cheshire Medical Center will update to a new generation of Hepatitis B Surface Antibody test (LAB472) that is resistant to biotin interference. 

Why are we making this change?
The updated Hepatitis B Surface Antibody test is resistant to the presence of excess biotin in the sera of individuals taking biotin supplements, which can cause false-negative results in the current version.

What do providers need to do?
Please note that the new assay no longer provides an indeterminate range. Please see the table below regarding these changes.  

	Old Hepatitis B Surface Antibody Assay
	New Hepatitis B Surface Antibody Assay

	Negative
	< 8.5 IU/L
	Patient is presumed to not be vaccinated or immune to HBV infection
	Negative
	< 10 IU/L
	Patient is presumed to not be vaccinated or immune to HBV infection

	Indeterminate
	8.5 - 11.4 IU/L
	Unable to determine if antibody is present at concentrations consistent with immunity to HBV infection
	 
	
	 

	Positive
	≥ 11.5 IU/L
	Patient is considered to be immune to HBV Infection
	Positive
	≥ 10 IU/L
	Patient is considered to be immune to HBV Infection



The order code and specimen requirements for this test will remain the same.


For questions or additional information, please contact:
Mark.a.cervinski@hitchcock.org or Ryland.L.Richards@hitchcock.org 
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