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To: 	Dartmouth Health Providers 
       
From: Nancy M. Dunbar, MD, Medical Director of Blood Bank, DHMC
Brooks Bergholm, MLS (ASCP), Hematology and Evening Shift Supervisor
                
Date:	October 30, 2025
       
Re: 	The Heparin Induced Thrombocytopenia test change in Methodology  

What is changing?
Effective November 4, 2025, DHMC Hematology will perform the HIT-PF4 Antibody test [LAB2804]. The new test is equivalent to the current Heparin-induced platelet antibody test [LAB766], which will be discontinued. The HIT-PF4 antibody test will produce qualitative results, positive or negative only, and positive tests will reflex the Serotonin Release Assay mail-out test. All HIT-PF4 tests ordered will be collected with a NaCit blue top tube and an SST gold top tube. The results of the HIT-PF4 and SRA will display in the results review tree under coagulation studies. 

Why are we making this change? 
The detection of antibodies directed against heparin/platelet factor 4 complexes is an important component of diagnosing thrombocytopenia in patients undergoing heparin therapy. The new HIT-PF4 antibody test is more sensitive than the current test which will improve its effectiveness as a screening test for heparin induced thrombocytopenia.

What do providers need to do?
The orderable name will change to HIT-PF4 Antibody and the test code will change to [LAB2804], and Heparin-induced platelet antibody [LAB766] will be discontinued. The required sample type will change to a Sodium Citrate blue top tube and a Serum Separator gold top tube. The resulting will be qualitative, reported as positive or negative for PF4 antibodies.  

For questions or additional information, please contact:

Hematology Technical Specialist, Serena Fedorov, 603-650-8096, Serena.M.Fedorov@hitchcock.org 
Hematology Supervisor, Brooks Bergholm, 603-650-8407, Brooks.D.Bergholm@hitchcock.org
Blood Bank Medical Director, Dr. Nancy Dunbar, 603-650-7171, Nancy.M.Dunbar@hitchcock.org 
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