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[bookmark: _Hlk216940358]TO: 		Dartmouth Health Providers
       
FROM: 	Nicole Loeven, PhD, D(ABMM), Assistant Medical Director of Microbiology
Isabella Martin, MD, D(ABMM), Medical Director of Microbiology
Nisalda Carreiro, BS, MT (ASCP), Microbiology Supervisor
                
Date:		December 18, 2025
      
Re:		Streamlined COVID-19 PCR Testing


Situation & Background
In order to streamline and expedite testing for SARS-CoV-2 at DHMC, there will be only one orderable stand-alone test for SARS-CoV-2: “Rapid COVID-19 PCR” [LAB4237].  

As of December 22, 2025 the orderable “COVID-19 PCR” test [LAB4232] will be discontinued. 

Assessment
Streamlining COVID-19 test options will make appropriate test ordering more straightforward and will optimize patient care.

Recommendation
For patients with symptoms compatible with COVID-19, a nasopharyngeal (NP) swab should be collected for the “Rapid COVID-19 PCR” (LAB4237) test. The turnaround time for this test is 3 hours upon receipt in the Microbiology Laboratory.

Testing of specimens other than NP swabs will not be available at this time. Obtaining an NP swab specimen allows for reflex testing to other molecular respiratory tests offered by the DHMC Microbiology Laboratory. Other specimens (e.g., nares, BAL) for which SARS-CoV-2 PCR testing is needed may be forwarded to Mayo Clinic Laboratories.

For patients with symptoms of a respiratory viral infection consider also ordering “Rapid Influenza A/B and RSV PCR” (LAB4035).

For questions or additional information, please contact:
Nicole Loeven, PhD, D(ABMM), Nicole.A.Loeven@hitchcock.org, (603) 650-7171
Isabella Martin, MD, Isabella.W.Martin@hitchcock.org, (603) 650-7171
Nisalda Carreiro, BS, MT (ASCP) Nisalda.M.Carreiro@hitchcock.org, (603) 650-4851










 

[image: second_sheet]
image2.png
CLINICAL LAB UPDATE Reain





image1.png
//// Dartmouth-Hitchcock




