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TO: 		Dartmouth Health Providers
       
FROM: 	Nicole Loeven, PhD, D(ABMM), Assistant Medical Director of Clinical Microbiology
Isabella Martin, MD, D(ABMM), Medical Director of Clinical Microbiology
Nisalda Carreiro, BS, MT (ASCP), Clinical Microbiology Supervisor
                
Date:		May 22, 2026
      
Re:	Rapid Seasonal Respiratory Virus Test Transition

Effective on May 26, the DHMC Microbiology Laboratory will offer a single multiplexed PCR test for influenza A, influenza B, RSV, and SARS-CoV-2. The run time for the new assay is shorter than the previous assay, decreasing the overall turnaround time from 4 hours to 2 hours.

· Rapid molecular testing for influenza A, influenza B, RSV, and SARS-CoV-2 is orderable as test “COVID-19 FLU A/B and RSV PCR” [LAB4307].
· Testing is available on nasopharyngeal specimens collected on flocked swabs and transported in universal transport media. Collection information can be found here.
· Standalone testing for SARS-CoV-2 will remain available (COVID-19 PCR, Rapid [LAB4237]).
· Please refer to the algorithm here for best practice in diagnosing symptomatic patients during respiratory illness season.


For questions or additional information, please contact:
Nicole Loeven, PhD, D(ABMM), Nicole.A.Loeven@hitchcock.org, (603) 650-7171
Isabella Martin, MD, Isabella.W.Martin@hitchcock.org, (603) 650-7171
Nisalda Carreiro, BS, MT (ASCP) Nisalda.M.Carreiro@hitchcock.org, (603) 650-4851
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