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[bookmark: _Hlk234321963]To:     All Dartmouth Health Providers
       
From:	Prabhjot Kaur, MD, Medical Director of Hematology
  	Brooks Bergholm, Hematology Supervisor
Leslie Browne, Special Testing Technical Specialist
             
Date: 7/7/2026
      
Re:    Change in specimen collection for Fecal Occult Blood, Immunoassay test.

Situation
A change in the platform used to perform the Fecal Occult Blood, Immunoassay test is resulting in a change in specimen collection.

Background
The MHMH hematology laboratory has changed platforms used to perform the Fecal Occult Blood, Immunoassay test. This necessitates the use of a new sample collection bottle which is included in an updated Personal Use kit, as well as new specimen stability limits.   

Assessment
Effective July 17, 2026 the Hematology Laboratory at MHMH will only accept collection kits compatible with the new testing platform, the Polymedco Sensor-IO. These kits look similar to the previous personal use kits but can be identified by the green label sticker on the sample bottle and the blue sticker reading “OC-Auto Sensor IO” on the box the kits come in. These kits are already being provided and stocked by the inventory team. All sites must ensure that they are only stocking and distributing new collection kits.

Concurrent with this is the adoption of new specimen collection and stability requirements. All samples must be inoculated in a specimen bottle immediately. Inpatient locations should reference the procedure catalog for instructions. Samples are stable for 15 days, stored at ambient temperature or refrigerated.   

Recommendation
The new kit is the OC-Auto Personal use kit, catalog #OCPU IO-DH. It is an inventory item stocked on supply carts and is available in PeopleSoft, PS#0157829.

Providers should make sure that patients understand the stability of the sample and return kits to the lab in an appropriate timeframe.

Please reach out for additional information if needed.

For questions or additional information, please contact:
Hematology Supervisor, Brooks Bergholm
Brooks.D.Bergholm@hitchcock.org
603-650-8407
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