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TO: 		Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center and Community Group Practice Providers
       
FROM: 	Nicole Loeven, PhD, D(ABMM), Assistant Medical Director of Microbiology
Nisalda Carreiro, BS, MT (ASCP), Microbiology Supervisor
                
Date:		July 14, 2025
      
Re:	Swab for Chlamydia and Gonorrhea Testing from Patients <14 Years of Age Now Automatically Routed to Reference Lab

Situation
Vaginal, rectal and throat swab specimens for patients under the age of 14 will now be automatically routed to ARUP Laboratories for chlamydia and gonorrhea nucleic acid amplification testing (NAAT).

Background
Due to limited NAAT testing available for patients under the age of 14 for diagnosis of Chlamydia trachomatis and Neisseria gonorrhoeae, vaginal, rectal and throat specimens will be sent to a reference laboratory. A validation study of urine specimens from patients <14 years has been performed and those specimens will be tested in the DHMC Microbiology Laboratory.

Assessment & Recommendation
· Chlamydia and gonorrhea NAAT orders should be placed as normal for patients under 14 years of age. There is no need to place a Miscellaneous Test Request for routing of specimens to ARUP Laboratories.
· See list below for new orderable test numbers and the corresponding tests performed at ARUP.
· GC/Chlamydia Gene Amplification [LAB2832]  ARUP test 2011164
· GC Gene Amplification [LAB2833]  ARUP test 3020543
· Chlamydia Gene Amplification [LAB2834]  ARUP test 3020542

For questions or additional information, please contact:
Nicole Loeven, PhD, D(ABMM), Nicole.A.Loeven@hitchcock.org, (603) 650-7171
Nisalda Carreiro, BS, MT (ASCP) Nisalda.M.Carreiro@hitchcock.org, (603) 650-4851
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