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To: 	Dartmouth Health Providers

From:	Dr. Nancy Dunbar, MD Medical Director of Coagulation and Transfusion Medicine
	Brooks Bergholm, MLS(ASCP) (Supervisor – Hematology and Flow Cytometry Laboratory)
	Serena Fedorov, MLS(AMT) (CLS V, Technical Specialist – Coagulation)
 	
Date: 	September 23, 2026
 
RE:  	New reference range for the Prothrombin Time (PT) test.

Situation
On 9/24/26 the DH system will be changing to a new lot of Prothrombin Time reagent. This reagent has a new reference range of 10.1 - 12.9 seconds (old reference range 9.4 - 12.5 seconds). Use of this reagent is expected to have no clinical effect on patient testing for PT and INR. 

Background
On 9/24/26 the DH system will be performing its once-a-year lot change for coagulation reagents, including the reagents used to perform the Prothrombin Time test. During the validation of this reagent, it was determined that the reference range would need to be updated.

Assessment  
Samples resulted out after the update on 9/24/26 will be reported with the new reference range.

Recommendations
Providers should be aware of the new reference range taking effect on 9/24/26. There is no other expected clinical effect on patient testing for PT and INR.

For questions or additional information, please contact:
Nancy Dunbar, MD Nancy.M.Dunbar@hitchcock.org ,(603) 650-7171
Brooks Bergholm, MLS(ASCP) Brooks.D.Bergholm@hitchcock.org,(603) 650-8407	
Serena Fedorov, MLS(AMT) Serena.M.Fedorov@hitchcock.org,(603) 650-8096
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