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To: 		Dartmouth Health Providers and Nurses
       
From: 	Nancy M. Dunbar, MD, Blood Bank and Special Coagulation Medical Director
[bookmark: _Hlk204091503]Brittany E. Condict, MLS(ASCP)CMSBBCM, Transfusion Medicine Service Manager
                	Rachael M. Chandler, MLT(ASCP)CMBBCM, Blood Bank Supervisor

Date: 		October 20, 2026
      
Re:         	DH System Type & Screen Validity

Background: Type & Screen samples are currently only valid for transfusion through the laboratory the patient is tested at. When a patient is transferred a new Type & Screen sample is required. This has led to delays in provision of crossmatch compatible blood and duplication of testing in system member laboratories. Additionally, there is no ability for system member laboratories to act as backup to one another while still allowing each facility to dispense blood products from their own inventory.

Update: Effective October 22, 2026 at 05:45am, all Type & Screen samples collected for transfusion (i.e. using a blood lock code band) will be valid at all integrated system member hospitals. This means that a patient can be tested at any integrated system member laboratory and then be transfused at any other site while the sample is still valid (not expired). Integrated system member hospitals are currently:
· Dartmouth Hitchcock Medical Center
· Alice Peck Day Hospital
· Cheshire Medical Center
· New London Hospital
· Mt. Ascutney Hospital
Valley Regional Hospital will be integrated on October 24, 2026.

To reflect this change, Type & Screen results will no longer have the test “T&S only valid at” with the specific hospital listed.

Notes: 
· Additional sample may still be requested by the Blood Bank for patients with red blood cell antibodies who require manual crossmatches. Type & Screen testing will not be repeated. Group O uncrossmatched red blood cells can always be requested in emergencies.
· Samples for future surgery at DHMC still need to be handled through the DHMC Same Day Program and collected here due to the sample retention process (up to 45 days) and ensuring the patient is banded with blood lock code used during sample collection.

For questions or additional information, please contact: 
Nancy.M.Dunbar@hitchcock.org, Brittany.E.Condict@hitchcock.org, or Rachael.M.Chandler@hitchcock.org 
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